A modular approach to trim cellular targets in anticancer drug discovery.
A Phenotypic Drug Discovery strategy was applied to study a set of pyrimidine analogs prepared by means of intramolecular oxidation-reduction reactions of N-substituted-N-(2,6-disubstituted-5-nitro-4-pyrimidinyl)aminoacetic acid methyl esters in basic media. The combined and rational use of specific assays allowed in short time reducing from all possible cellular targets to those involved in metaphase to anaphase transition.